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way—with an open mind. It is our hope that readers will also approach the 
topics addressed in this book with an open mind.

Parsimony means that scientists must create the simplest explana-
tions possible in examining the topics under study. This is much easier in 
the hard sciences, where topics such as energy can be reduced to rather 
simple formulas (for example, E = mc2). Describing criminal behavior 
and criminal justice activities is not quite so simple. Still, as you will read 
about later in this text, criminal justice researchers have developed a num-
ber of rather simple explanations for crime and criminal justice actions. 
Just as researchers must develop simple explanations for the topics they 
study, criminal justice professionals must develop simple descriptions 
of offenses they are investigating. When presenting cases to judges and 
juries, for instance, prosecutors must make sure that their cases are easily 
understood.

Ethical neutrality suggests that criminal justice researchers should not 
allow their own ethical beliefs (or ideas about right and wrong) to guide their 
research efforts. Also, researchers have an ethical duty to respect the rights 
of their research subjects. Criminal justice researchers, like researchers from 
other disciplines, must ensure that the research subjects involved in their proj-
ects are not harmed. Colleges and universities require all research involving 
human subjects to be approved by a human subjects review board, which is 
typically called the college’s institutional review board. According to federal 

DUTIES:

•• Serve as a journeyman investigator responsible 
for independently planning, developing, and 
conducting criminal investigations involving highly 
technical computer programs and other advanced 
technology issues requiring exceptional levels of 
expertise and knowledge.

•• Lead a joint investigative task force or serve 
as a member of a joint task force concerning 
network intrusions investigations, computer crime 
vulnerability assessments, or other investigations 
requiring the knowledge of a criminal investigator 
with advanced technology training and experience.

•• Independently execute planning and coordination 
with other federal criminal investigators and 
worldwide law enforcement agencies such as the 
Defense Criminal Investigative Service (DCIS); 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI); Air Force 
Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI); Naval 

Investigative Service (NIS); allied and other foreign 
countries’ national police forces; and other federal, 
state, and local police agencies.

•• Share vital criminal intelligence to plan and 
conduct large-scale raids, or searches, and 
conduct extensive, and often dangerous, 
undercover or surveillance operations with 
worldwide law enforcement agencies.

•• Lead and conduct intricate or delicate criminal/
computer investigations involving senior public 
officials or multinational corporations having 
continuing political or media interest.
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ANNUAL SALARY: $50,540
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HELP 
WANTED: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR

parsimony: A principle 
of science suggesting that 
scientists must create the 
simplest explanation possible  
in examining the topics  
under study.

ethical neutrality: A 
principle of science that states 
researchers should not allow 
their own ethical beliefs to 
guide their research efforts. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/363412600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/363412600

